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Are you in the middle of baking your favorite dessert only to realize you’re out of condensed
milk? Or perhaps you have dietary restrictions that prevent you from using this sweet, thick
dairy product? Don’t worry; there are plenty of alternatives to condensed milk that can save
your recipe and meet your dietary needs. In this comprehensive guide, we’ll explore various
substitutes for condensed milk, how to use them, and why you might choose one over
another.
Whether you’re out of condensed milk or have dietary restrictions, discover suitable
alternatives to keep your recipes on track.
What Can I Use Instead of Condensed Milk?
Before we dive into the alternatives, let’s start with a quick overview of what condensed
milk is and why it’s a beloved ingredient in many recipes.

What is Condensed Milk?
Condensed milk is a sweet, viscous dairy product known for its creamy texture and high
sugar content. It’s made by removing most of the water from regular milk and adding sugar.
The result is a thick, sweet liquid that’s used in a wide range of culinary applications.

Condensed milk is a popular ingredient in desserts, beverages, and even savory dishes,
thanks to its ability to add sweetness and creaminess. From classic fudge and tres leches
cake to creamy coffee drinks and caramel sauces, condensed milk is a versatile ingredient in
the kitchen.

Now that we’ve covered the basics, let’s explore why you might need or want to use
alternatives to condensed milk.

Why Use Alternatives to Condensed Milk?
There are several reasons why you might consider using substitutes for condensed milk:

Dietary Restrictions: If you’re lactose intolerant or following a dairy-free diet,1.
traditional condensed milk is off the table. Finding a suitable alternative allows you to
enjoy your favorite recipes without discomfort.
Vegan or Plant-Based Diet: For those on a vegan or plant-based diet, conventional2.
condensed milk doesn’t align with your dietary choices. Fortunately, there are vegan
alternatives available.
Sugar Content: Condensed milk is quite sweet, and some recipes may require less3.
sugar. Using substitutes lets you control the sweetness level more precisely.
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Availability: Sometimes, condensed milk might not be readily available in your area,4.
or you might run out when a baking urge strikes. Knowing alternative options can be a
lifesaver.

Now that we’ve explored the “why,” let’s delve into the “what” by examining various
substitutes for condensed milk.

Substitutes for Condensed Milk
Here’s a list of substitutes for condensed milk, both homemade and store-bought, along with
tips on how to use them effectively:

1. Homemade Sweetened Condensed Milk Substitute

Ingredients:

1 cup of milk (dairy or non-dairy)
1 1/4 cups of granulated sugar
1/2 cup of water
1/4 cup of unsalted butter (or dairy-free butter for a vegan version)

Instructions:

In a saucepan, combine the sugar and water over low heat. Stir until the sugar1.
dissolves.
Add the butter and continue to stir until it melts and combines with the sugar-water2.
mixture.
Pour in the milk and stir continuously while simmering over low heat. Simmer until the3.
mixture reduces and thickens, usually about 20-30 minutes.
Let it cool before using as a substitute in your recipe.4.

Advantages:

You can control the ingredients and sweetness level.
Suitable for those who prefer homemade alternatives.

2. Evaporated Milk

Evaporated milk is a concentrated form of milk where about 60% of the water content has



What Can I Use Instead of Condensed Milk? | 3

www.savorydisovery.com

been removed. It has a creamy texture and can be used as a substitute for condensed milk,
especially in recipes where sweetness comes from other sources.

How to Use:

Use an equal amount of evaporated milk as a replacement for condensed milk in
recipes.
You may need to add sugar or other sweeteners separately to achieve the desired level
of sweetness.

Advantages:

Similar creaminess to condensed milk.
Available in most grocery stores.

3. Coconut Milk and Cream

Coconut milk and cream are excellent dairy-free alternatives to condensed milk. They offer a
unique flavor profile and creamy texture, making them ideal for various recipes, especially
those with a tropical or coconutty twist.

How to Use:

Use full-fat coconut milk or cream as a one-to-one substitute for condensed milk.
Keep in mind that the coconut flavor will come through in your dishes.

Advantages:

Perfect for vegan and dairy-free diets.
Adds a delightful coconut aroma and flavor.

4. Nut Milk

Nut milk, such as almond milk or cashew milk, can serve as a dairy-free and vegan-friendly
substitute for condensed milk. While the flavor and consistency may differ slightly, it can
work well in many recipes.

How to Use:

Substitute nut milk on a one-to-one basis for condensed milk.
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Adjust sweetness as needed with additional sweeteners like sugar or maple syrup.

Advantages:

Suitable for those with nut allergies (use non-nut options like oat milk).
Offers a mild nutty flavor.

5. Dairy-Free Condensed Milk Products

Several brands produce dairy-free condensed milk products made from plant-based
ingredients like soy or almonds. These products are specifically designed to mimic the
sweetness and consistency of traditional condensed milk.

How to Use:

Follow the instructions on the dairy-free condensed milk product’s packaging for
substitution ratios.
Typically, you can use these products in the same way as regular condensed milk.

Advantages:

Ready-made and convenient.
Designed to closely resemble traditional condensed milk.

6. Other Substitutes

Depending on the recipe and your dietary needs, you can experiment with other substitutes
like coffee creamers, yogurt, or cream cheese. These may not work in every situation but
can be suitable for specific recipes.

Now that you have a variety of alternatives to choose from, you can adapt your recipes to
your dietary preferences or ingredient availability. Before you start substituting, though,
let’s address some common questions and concerns in the FAQs section.

FAQs

Can I use evaporated milk instead of condensed milk?

Yes, you can use evaporated milk as a substitute for condensed milk in most recipes. Keep in
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mind that evaporated milk is unsweetened, so you may need to add extra sugar or
sweeteners to achieve the desired sweetness.

How do I make homemade sweetened condensed milk?

Homemade sweetened condensed milk can be made by simmering sugar, water, milk (or a
non-dairy alternative), and butter (or dairy-free butter) until it thickens. Follow the recipe
provided earlier in this article for detailed instructions.

What can I use as a dairy-free substitute for condensed milk?

There are several options for dairy-free substitutes, including coconut milk, nut milk, and
commercial dairy-free condensed milk products. Choose the one that best suits your recipe
and dietary preferences.

Can I use coconut milk in place of condensed milk?

Yes, you can use full-fat coconut milk as a substitute for condensed milk. However, keep in
mind that it will impart a coconut flavor to your dishes.

How do I adjust the sweetness when using a substitute for condensed
milk?

To adjust the sweetness when using a substitute for condensed milk, you can add extra
sugar, honey, or other sweeteners according to your taste. Start with a smaller amount and
gradually increase until you achieve your desired level of sweetness.

Now that we’ve answered some common questions let’s move on to Part 2 of our article,
where we’ll compare the taste, texture, and overall experience of using these alternatives
compared to condensed milk.

Comparison with Condensed Milk
Now that we’ve explored a variety of substitutes for condensed milk and how to use them
effectively, let’s dive deeper into how these alternatives compare to traditional condensed
milk. From taste and texture to cooking results, we’ll evaluate the pros and cons of using
substitutes.
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Taste and Flavor
Homemade Sweetened Condensed Milk Substitute: When made at home, this1.
substitute closely resembles the taste of traditional condensed milk. However, it may
have a slightly different flavor due to variations in ingredients and cooking methods.
Evaporated Milk: Evaporated milk is unsweetened and has a mild dairy flavor. It2.
lacks the sweetness of condensed milk and may require additional sweeteners to
match the flavor profile.
Coconut Milk and Cream: Coconut-based substitutes bring a delightful coconut3.
flavor to your recipes. While this works well in some dishes, it may not be suitable for
those looking to maintain the original flavor.
Nut Milk: Nut milk-based substitutes, like almond milk or cashew milk, have a mild4.
nutty undertone. This can be appealing in recipes where a nutty flavor complements
the other ingredients.
Dairy-Free Condensed Milk Products: These products are formulated to mimic the5.
sweetness and flavor of traditional condensed milk while being completely dairy-free.
Other Substitutes: Coffee creamers, yogurt, and cream cheese can have distinct6.
flavors that may or may not complement your recipe. These alternatives are best
suited for specific dishes.

Texture and Consistency
Homemade Sweetened Condensed Milk Substitute: The texture and consistency1.
of the homemade version can closely resemble that of traditional condensed milk.
However, slight variations may occur based on the recipe and cooking time.
Evaporated Milk: Evaporated milk is thinner and less viscous than condensed milk.2.
When used as a substitute, it can result in a less creamy texture unless additional
thickening agents are used.
Coconut Milk and Cream: Coconut-based substitutes have a creamy texture similar3.
to traditional condensed milk. They can be used interchangeably in recipes where
creaminess is desired.
Nut Milk: Nut milk-based substitutes may have a slightly thinner consistency4.
compared to traditional condensed milk. You may need to adjust the recipe to achieve
the desired thickness.
Dairy-Free Condensed Milk Products: These products are designed to have a5.
texture and consistency that closely matches traditional condensed milk. They are a
reliable choice when consistency is crucial.
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Other Substitutes: The texture and consistency of other substitutes vary widely6.
based on the specific ingredient used. It’s essential to consider how these differences
might impact your recipe.

Cooking Results
Homemade Sweetened Condensed Milk Substitute: When used in recipes, the1.
homemade substitute can yield similar results to traditional condensed milk. It’s an
excellent option for maintaining the intended outcome of your dishes.
Evaporated Milk: Cooking results with evaporated milk may differ due to its2.
unsweetened nature. It’s best suited for recipes where sweetness comes from other
sources, such as sugar or syrups.
Coconut Milk and Cream: Coconut-based substitutes work well in recipes where a3.
coconut flavor is desired. They may not be suitable for dishes where the coconut taste
conflicts with the intended flavor.
Nut Milk: Nut milk-based substitutes can yield satisfactory results in recipes where4.
the nutty flavor complements the other ingredients. Consider the recipe’s flavor profile
before using this substitute.
Dairy-Free Condensed Milk Products: These products are specifically designed for5.
cooking and baking. They can reliably replicate the results of traditional condensed
milk in most recipes.
Other Substitutes: The cooking results with other substitutes depend on the specific6.
ingredient used and the recipe itself. Experimentation may be necessary to achieve the
desired outcome.

Now that we’ve compared the taste, texture, and cooking results of substitutes for
condensed milk, it’s essential to consider health considerations and modifications when
using these alternatives.

Health Considerations and
Modifications
As we continue to explore alternatives to condensed milk, it’s important to consider health
factors and how these substitutes can be modified to suit specific dietary needs or
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preferences.

Health Considerations
Homemade Sweetened Condensed Milk Substitute: The homemade version allows1.
you to control the ingredients and sweetness levels. It can be modified to use healthier
sweeteners like honey or maple syrup, making it suitable for those watching their
sugar intake.
Evaporated Milk: Evaporated milk is a lower-fat and lower-calorie option compared2.
to condensed milk. It can be a preferred choice for individuals looking to reduce their
calorie intake while maintaining a creamy texture.
Coconut Milk and Cream: Coconut-based substitutes can be high in saturated fats,3.
so they may not be ideal for those concerned about saturated fat consumption.
However, they are an excellent choice for individuals following a dairy-free or vegan
diet.
Nut Milk: Nut milk-based substitutes, such as almond or cashew milk, can be lower in4.
calories and fat than traditional condensed milk. They are also suitable for those with
lactose intolerance.
Dairy-Free Condensed Milk Products: Commercial dairy-free condensed milk5.
products are formulated to be lactose-free and suitable for vegans. They are often
made from plant-based ingredients and are a great option for those with dairy
allergies.
Other Substitutes: The health considerations for other substitutes vary depending on6.
the specific ingredient used. For example, creamers and cream cheese substitutes may
contain added sugars or stabilizers, so it’s essential to check the labels.

Modifications for Dietary Needs
Reduced Sugar: To reduce the sugar content when using alternatives to condensed1.
milk, consider using sugar-free sweeteners or reducing the amount of sweetener used.
Keep in mind that sweetness levels can affect the taste and texture of your dishes.
Dairy-Free and Vegan: If you’re following a dairy-free or vegan diet, choose2.
substitutes that align with your dietary preferences. Coconut-based and dairy-free
condensed milk products are excellent choices.
Nut Allergies: For those with nut allergies, avoid nut milk-based substitutes and opt3.
for other dairy-free options like coconut or oat milk.
Low-Fat: To reduce the fat content in recipes, consider using evaporated milk or low-4.
fat coconut milk. These options provide creaminess with fewer calories from fat.
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Gluten-Free: Most substitutes for condensed milk are naturally gluten-free. However,5.
always check product labels to ensure there are no gluten-containing additives.
Lactose Intolerance: All alternatives to condensed milk are lactose-free, making6.
them suitable for individuals with lactose intolerance.
Calorie Conscious: If you’re watching your calorie intake, consider using lower-7.
calorie substitutes like evaporated milk or nut milk. Be mindful of portion sizes to
control calorie consumption.
Flavor Modification: Depending on your dietary needs or preferences, you can8.
modify the flavor of substitutes by choosing specific varieties, such as vanilla-flavored
almond milk or unsweetened coconut milk.

By considering these health considerations and modifications, you can confidently use
substitutes for condensed milk in your recipes while aligning with your specific dietary
requirements.

Reviews and Testimonials
One of the best ways to gauge the effectiveness of alternatives to condensed milk is by
hearing from individuals who have tried these substitutes in their recipes. Here, we’ll share
some reviews and testimonials from people who have shared their experiences with using
condensed milk replacements.

Review 1: Almond Milk Success
Name: Sarah

Sarah, an avid baker and lactose-intolerant individual, decided to try almond milk as a
substitute for condensed milk in her favorite dessert recipe—a creamy coconut pie. She
shared her experience:

“I was hesitant at first to use almond milk instead of condensed milk because I didn’t know
how it would affect the pie’s texture and taste. To my surprise, the almond milk worked
beautifully! The pie turned out creamy and delicious. It was a hit with my family, and they
couldn’t even tell it was a dairy-free version. I’m thrilled to have found a lactose-free
alternative that works so well in my recipes.”
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Review 2: Coconut Milk Creaminess
Name: Mark

Mark, a health-conscious individual, decided to opt for coconut milk instead of condensed
milk in his morning coffee. He provided feedback on his experience:

“I’m always looking for ways to reduce my calorie intake while still enjoying my daily cup of
coffee. I switched from condensed milk to coconut milk as a creamer, and I’m delighted with
the results. The coconut milk adds a natural creaminess without the added sugars and
calories of condensed milk. It’s a healthier and equally tasty choice for my morning brew.”

Testimonial 1: Dairy-Free Delight
Name: Emily

Emily, a vegan baker, tested dairy-free condensed milk products in her baking experiments.
She shared her thoughts:

“As a vegan, I often struggle to find suitable substitutes for dairy-based ingredients in
baking. When I discovered dairy-free condensed milk products, it felt like a game-changer.
I’ve used them in recipes for vegan cheesecakes, fudge, and caramel sauces, and the results
have been outstanding. The desserts are rich, creamy, and indistinguishable from their dairy
counterparts. I highly recommend these products to anyone looking to create vegan
desserts.”

Testimonial 2: The Evaporated Milk Advantage
Name: David

David, a home chef, decided to explore using evaporated milk as an alternative to
condensed milk in his savory recipes. He shared his experience:

“I enjoy cooking a variety of dishes, including soups, sauces, and curries that call for
condensed milk. However, I prefer to use evaporated milk for its lower fat content. I’ve
found that it maintains the creaminess and thickness I need in my recipes without the added
richness of condensed milk. It’s become a staple in my kitchen, and I appreciate the
flexibility it offers in controlling the dish’s overall richness.”
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These reviews and testimonials provide valuable insights into the effectiveness and
versatility of alternatives to condensed milk. They highlight how different substitutes can
cater to various dietary needs and preferences while delivering satisfying results in a wide
range of recipes

Conclusio
In closing, we encourage our readers to embark on their culinary explorations, armed with
knowledge about alternatives to condensed milk. Whether you have dietary restrictions,
lactose intolerance, or a preference for experimenting in the kitchen, these substitutes open
up a world of possibilities. The realm of cooking and baking is rich with diversity, and as you
adapt recipes and discover your favorite alternatives, you contribute to this vibrant tapestry
of flavors and choices.

Thank you for joining us on this journey, and may your culinary creations be as diverse and
delightful as your imagination allows.

To further enrich your exploration of alternatives to condensed milk, consider visiting the
following external resources:

Best Sweetened Condensed Milk Substitute – Bake It With Love1.
Homemade Sweetened Condensed Milk Substitute Recipe – Allrecipes2.
Condensed Milk Substitute – Kitchen Serf3.

These resources offer additional insights, recipes, and perspectives on the topic of
condensed milk alternatives. Happy cooking!

What can I use instead of condensed
milk?

Condensed milk is a versatile ingredient that adds richness and sweetness to various
recipes. However, there may be times when you run out of condensed milk or prefer to use
alternatives for dietary or personal reasons. In such cases, there are several substitutes you

https://www.bakeitwithlove.com/best-sweetened-condensed-milk-substitute/
https://www.bakeitwithlove.com/best-sweetened-condensed-milk-substitute/
https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/232742/homemade-sweetened-condensed-milk-substitute/
https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/232742/homemade-sweetened-condensed-milk-substitute/
https://kitchenserf.com/condensed-milk-substitute/
https://kitchenserf.com/condensed-milk-substitute/
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can use to achieve similar results. Let’s explore some of the best alternatives to condensed
milk.

Homemade Sweetened Condensed Milk Substitute

If you find yourself without condensed milk, you can easily make a homemade substitute.
Check out our recipe for homemade sweetened condensed milk that requires just a few
simple ingredients. This substitute offers the same creamy texture and sweetness as store-
bought condensed milk.

Evaporated Milk

One popular substitute for condensed milk is evaporated milk. While it doesn’t have the
same sweetness as condensed milk, it provides a similar creamy consistency. You can use
evaporated milk as a one-to-one replacement in most recipes, but you may need to adjust
the sweetness by adding additional sugar.

Coconut Milk and Cream

For a dairy-free alternative, coconut milk and cream are excellent choices. They offer a rich
and creamy texture, with a hint of tropical flavor. You can substitute coconut milk or
coconut cream in equal amounts for condensed milk in recipes. These substitutes work
particularly well in desserts and curries.

Nut Milk

If you’re looking for a plant-based alternative, nut milk can be a great option. Almond milk,
cashew milk, or other nut milks can be used as substitutes for condensed milk. Keep in mind
that nut milk may alter the flavor slightly, so it’s best suited for recipes where the nutty
taste complements the other ingredients.

https://savorydiscovery.com/2023/09/08/creamy-pumpkin-delight/
https://savorydiscovery.com/2023/09/09/tips-and-tricks-for-a-flawless-breakfast-delight-2/
https://savorydiscovery.com/2023/09/09/cheesy-baked-broccoli-rounds/
https://savorydiscovery.com/2023/09/09/warm-and-cozy-caramel-apple-cider/
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Dairy-Free Condensed Milk Products

There are also commercially available dairy-free condensed milk products on the market.
These products are specifically designed to mimic the taste and texture of traditional
condensed milk while being suitable for those with lactose intolerance or following a vegan
diet. You can find these products in health food stores or online.

By exploring these alternatives, you can still enjoy your favorite recipes even without
condensed milk. Whether you choose to make a homemade substitute or opt for a store-
bought alternative, the key is to find the option that best suits your dietary needs and
preferences.

For more delicious recipes and cooking inspiration, check out our other articles:

Creamy Pumpkin Delight

Tips and Tricks for a Flawless Breakfast Delight

Cheesy Baked Broccoli Rounds

Warm and Cozy Caramel Apple Cider

Pumpkin Spice Bundt Cake

Remember, experimenting with different substitutes can lead to exciting new flavors and
culinary discoveries. Enjoy your cooking adventures

https://savorydiscovery.com/2023/09/08/creamy-pumpkin-delight/
https://savorydiscovery.com/2023/09/09/tips-and-tricks-for-a-flawless-breakfast-delight-2/
https://savorydiscovery.com/2023/09/09/cheesy-baked-broccoli-rounds/
https://savorydiscovery.com/2023/09/09/warm-and-cozy-caramel-apple-cider/
https://savorydiscovery.com/2023/09/10/pumpkin-spice-bundt-cake/

