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Ricotta-Stuffed Meatball
Delight

The First Bite That Stole My Heart

The scent of garlic and herbs hit me as | lifted the fork. A juicy meatball,
rich marinara, and creamy ricotta melted together. One bite, and | was
hooked. Ever wondered how you could turn Ricotta-Stuffed
Meatball Delight into something unforgettable? It's all about
balancing textures—tender meat, silky cheese, tangy sauce. My
neighbor brought this dish to a potluck, and | begged for the recipe.

Now, it's my go-to comfort food. What's your favorite dish to share at
gatherings?
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My Messy First Attempt

My first try ended with ricotta oozing everywhere. | forgot to seal the
meatballs tightly. But the flavors? Still amazing. Home cooking isn’t
about perfection—it’s about joy and messy hands. My grandkids
laughed as | fumbled, but they devoured every bite. Now, we make it
together, spills and all. What’s your funniest kitchen fail?

Why This Dish Shines

- The ricotta adds a cool creaminess against the warm, savory meat. -
Toasted breadcrumbs give a subtle crunch in every bite. Which flavor
combo surprises you most? Is it the garlicky ricotta or the herby
beef? Try it and decide. Don’t skip the fresh parsley—it brightens the
whole dish.

A Taste of History

This dish nods to Italian-American roots, where meatballs met creamy
cheeses. *Did you know ricotta means “recooked” in Italian?* It's made
from leftover whey. Immigrants blended old-world tricks with new
ingredients. The result? A hearty, crowd-pleasing meal. Share your
family’s twist on classic recipes below!
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Ricotta-Stuffed Meatball Delight

Ingredients:

Ingredient Amount
Marinara sauce 32 ounces
Ground beef (80% lean) 1 pound
Egg 1 large
Breadcrumbs 1/4 cup
Grated parmesan cheese 1/4 cup
Finely chopped onion 1/4 cup
Minced garlic 2 teaspoons
Kosher salt 3/4 teaspoon
Ground black pepper 1/4 teaspoon
Italian seasoning 1 teaspoon
Chopped fresh Italian flat leaf
parsley
Ricotta cheese 1 cup
Minced garlic 1 teaspoon
Italian seasoning 1 teaspoon

Notes

Can substitute
with half pound
ground pork and
half pound ground
beef

Beaten

2 Tablespoons Optional

How to Make Ricotta-Stuffed Meatballs

Step 1
See also Caprese Burger with Balsamic Glaze

Preheat your oven to 400°F. Line a baking sheet with foil and spray it
lightly. This keeps the meatballs from sticking. (Hard-learned tip: Use
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heavy-duty foil to avoid tears.) Step 2 Mix ricotta, garlic, and Italian
seasoning in a bowl. Set aside half for stuffing. The rest goes into the
meat mix. *Fun fact: Ricotta adds creaminess without heaviness.* Step
3 Combine beef, egg, breadcrumbs, and spices in a big bowl. Add half
the ricotta mix for extra flavor. Handle gently to keep meatballs tender.
Step 4 Scoop meat into 1%-inch balls. Bake 17-20 minutes, flipping
halfway. They’'re done when no pink remains inside. What’s your go-
to meatball size? Share below! Step 5 Heat marinara in a skillet.
Add meatballs and dollop leftover ricotta on top. Simmer 5-7 minutes
until cheese melts. Serve warm. Cook Time: 25-30 minutes Total
Time: 45 minutes Yield: 4-6 servings Category: Dinner, Italian

3 Twists on Classic Meatballs

Spicy Kick Add red pepper flakes to the meat mix. Top with jalapeno-
infused ricotta. Perfect for heat lovers. Veggie-Packed Swap beef for
lentils or mushrooms. Use vegan ricotta. A hearty plant-based option.
Fall Flavors Mix sage into the ricotta. Serve with pumpkin marinara.
Cozy seasonal vibes. Which twist would you try first? Vote in the
comments!

Serving ldeas & Pairings

Pair with garlic bread or a crisp salad. Garnish with extra parsley or
grated parmesan. Drink idea: Chianti for adults, sparkling lemonade for
kids. Both cut through the richness. Which would you choose
tonight? Tell us below!
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Ricotta-Stuffed Meatball Delight

Storing and Reheating Tips

Keep leftovers in the fridge for up to 3 days. Reheat in a skillet over low
heat to keep meatballs tender. Freeze cooled meatballs and sauce for
up to 2 months. Thaw overnight before warming. *Fun fact: Adding a
splash of water to the sauce prevents drying out.* Batch-cook and
freeze half for busy nights. Why this matters: Meal prep saves time and
reduces food waste. Ever tried freezing meatballs? Share your tricks
below!

See also Creamy Cheeseburger Orzo Skillet Recipe

Common Issues and Fixes

Meatballs falling apart? Add more breadcrumbs or chill the mix for 15
minutes. Sauce too thin? Simmer longer or add a spoonful of tomato
paste. Ricotta dollops sinking? Let meatballs firm up in the oven first.
Why this matters: Small tweaks make big differences in texture and
flavor. My neighbor swears by chilling the mix—works every time!
What's your go-to fix for crumbly meatballs?

Your Questions Answered

Q: Can | make this gluten-free? A: Swap breadcrumbs for gluten-
free oats or almond flour. Q: How far ahead can | prep? A: Assemble
meatballs 1 day early; store covered in the fridge. Q: What’'s a good
pork substitute? A: Try ground turkey or chicken for a lighter twist. Q:
Can | double the recipe? A: Yes! Use two baking sheets to avoid
crowding. Q: Can | skip the ricotta? A: Sure, but it adds creaminess.
Try shredded mozzarella instead.
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Final Thoughts

This dish is a crowd-pleaser—my grandkids lick their plates clean! Share
your creations with Savory Discovery on Pinterest. Did you try a fun
twist? Tell me below! Happy cooking! —Elowen Thorn.
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RICOTTA-STUFFED MEATBAILL
DELIGHT

Savorydiscovery.com
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Ricotta-Stuffed Meatball Delight
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Ricotta-Stuffed Meatball Delight

Author: Elowen Thorn
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Cooking Method:Baking Stovetop
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Cuisine:ltalian
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Courses:Dinner Main
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Difficulty:Beginner
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Prep time: 15 minutes
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Cook time: 25 minutes
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Rest time:
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Total time: 40 minutes
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Servings:4 servings
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Calories:450 kcal
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Best Season:Summer
Description

Experience the delightful contrast of textures and flavors with these
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ricotta-stuffed meatballs, featuring a savory beef mixture and creamy
ricotta filling.

Ingredients

« (132 ounces marinara sauce

* (01 pound 80% lean ground beef (could substitute with half pound
ground pork and half pound ground beef)

« (11 large eqgg, beaten

[01/4 cup breadcrumbs

[01/4 cup grated parmesan cheese

[01/4 cup finely chopped onion

[12 teaspoons minced garlic

[13/4 teaspoon Kosher salt

[11/4 teaspoon ground black pepper

[11 teaspoon Italian seasoning

[12 Tablespoons chopped fresh Italian flat leaf parsley (optional)

01 cup ricotta cheese

[01 teaspoon minced garlic

[11 teaspoon ltalian seasoning

Instructions

1

2.

. Preheat and prepare: Preheat the oven to 400°F. Line a baking

sheet with foil and spray with non-stick cooking spray.

Make ricotta mixture: In a medium sized mixing bowl, combine 1

cup ricotta cheese, 1 teaspoon minced garlic and 1 teaspoon Italian

seasoning.

. Make meat mixture: In a large bowl, combine the 1 pound ground
beef, 1 eqgg, 1/4 cup breadcrumbs, 1/4 cup parmesan cheese, 1/4
cup onion, 2 teaspoons garlic, 1 teaspoon lItalian seasoning, 3/4
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teaspoon salt, 1/4 teaspoon pepper, 2 Tablespoons parsley, if using,
and 1/2 cup of the ricotta mixture.

4. Form meatballs: Use a medium cookie scoop or spoon to scoop the
meat mixture. Form into 1 1/2-inch balls and place on the baking
sheet.

5. Bake meatballs: Bake uncovered 17 to 20 minutes, or until no
longer pink in the middle. Turn halfway through, so the bottoms
don’t brown.

6. Heat sauce: Add sauce to a large skillet and heat for 5 minutes.

7. Add to sauce: Add meatballs to the marinara sauce. Use a small
cookie scoop and drop the ricotta cheese mixture in dollops to the
top of the marinara sauce. Simmer over medium heat for 5 - 7
minutes, until the cheese is melted.

Notes

For extra flavor, garnish with additional parsley or grated parmesan
before serving.

Keywords:Meatballs, Ricotta, Italian, Ground Beef, Dinner
See also Irresistible Slow Cooker Hamburger Hash: A Family
Favorite
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